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DIARY AND LETTERS  OF          [CHAP. XXII.
no false ornament, but the ' naked nature and the living grace.' The Queen is here, and is perfectly well received. I sit directly over her heads and somebody, I suppose, tells her so, for she looks up at me very steadily so as to recognize me again ; this, at least, is my interpretation. My air, if I can know it myself, was that of calm benevolence with a little sensibility. A letter from the Empress of Russia to the Prince de Conde is shown to me, which is very encouraging to the emigrants. Br6mond tells me that the secret council of the King consists of M. de Molleville, M. de Fleurieu, and M. de la Porte. He brings several materials on which to ground an attack of the republican
party."
"Go to see Madame de Stael [December 3d]. While she is dressing, we have some conversation which is not unpleasing to her. We have here a large company. Delessart has been denounced this day by the Abbe* Fauchet, and the Bishop d'Autun. who dined with him, tells me that he was so sick he was obliged to leave the
table."
" I send Bre"mond to Lameth [December 4th] to advise that Delessart retire because he has not firmness enough for the situation in which he is placed. Go to Madame Tronchin's to a th^ and to M. de Montmorin's, and while there prepare a little paragraph for him contradicting the report that he has absconded. Madame de Fla-haut has been correcting a work of the Bishop d'Autun's which is an address to the King from the department against the decree inflicting penalties on the non-juring clergymen. She thinks the step improper, and so do I. She says it is well written."
" This morning [December 6th] I dictate to Bre"mond a philippic against the chefs des rfyublicains; employ myself in preparing a form of government for this country. Atough seventy years of age, to appear. His advent was greeted with enthusiasm, for he had seemingly lost none of his physical forces. Again he retired from the stage, in 1792, but appeared again in 1795, when, in the midst of his performance of the " Mercure galant," whilst he was being vehemently applauded, he suddenly gave signs of mental aberration. He was born in September, 1721, and died in 1799.St, Petersburg, where she died in 1814.            to secure to himself the British embassy, and have him
